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POLITICAL PARTICIPATION AND
REPRESENTATION OF WOMEN

IN INDIAN POLITICS
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Wamen consbitute hall of the world
wpuation, bul they are the largest excluded
Mlegory in almost all respects. Women are
sopiected at family, community and societal
Yewels and living as an oppressed class,
H ity they have Deen @xposed foektreme
form of physical, sexual and psychological

CMETCE SN0 Snpty lEast sacit -econormue status
ieen wictims ot gender based

cience and their miseries got intensified
further due to patnarchal nature of society.

Women atiempted diversified strategies to

ey N

‘lﬂe'i?t' themselves from shackles af

Eupioitation and feminism was a Major respanse
0 challenge patrarchy at global platform as
el s walhen Aational boundaries. An important
#rea where women have been inadeqguately
reprecented = in the political sphere. Articles

% and 126 of the constitution of India
guarantes political equality, equal right to
partcpaon o poliacal actvibes and right to
diE respiectiviely. Lack of space for participation
o pedracal bodies has not only resulted i their
presence in numbers in these decision making
bodees but also in the neglect of issues and

EApETENCES I policy makmng.
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ATiiepation,. Hopresentalting position ol
Weurmen, Imfian gaolit ey
LINTRODUCTION
| Turn o Lhance of the wellare of
the world undoss the candition of the WOmen
nijarpvil
waami Vreekanand
QT b a i i el great impartanc e
N cantémparary socielps and cultiors Although
snder relation: are e Ernid with hath mer
ATH Wrmen al presenl gender studies are siill
mainly focused on women because thiey have
been marginalised for so long. Throughout most
aof human history there has existed an
asymmetry in relations of power between men
and women, Thas there exists 3 major agenda
Lo be addressed in order to overcome wonmern '
invisibility, marginalization and subordination
Gender has now become a critical category for
analysis in all fields social. economic, religious
cultural and political. Many current issues in
debates about women their status and rolein a
society. Pohitics and exonomy are influenced by
Historical, cultural and religious factors. Women
constitute mare or less half of the citizen af any
country, yet they lack support for fundamental
functions of a human life. According to Indian’s
constitution, women are legal citizens of the
country and have equal rights with men (Indian
parliament) because of lack of acceptance fram
the male dominant society. Indian women suffer
imrmensely. Women ﬁr’E-I'E'SFI'.'IHS-iME for baring
children, yet they are malnourished and in paar
health Wemen are also overworked in the fields
and complete the all of domestic work, Mast
Indian womnen's are uneducated. Although the
country's constitution says women have Equal
status to men, women are powerless and are
mistreated inside and outside the home. In
workplace they face preater obstacles including
discrimination in hiring and sexual harassment
in workplace Gender equality in the realm of
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make up Ball of ths adu
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i challenging patriarchy amd takng u

§ Woiases SUCh as vinlence againg

| lor sham for seoumen e palli e al
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Ivddin has o rich and vibrane

L B N Emaent Dot ot bas seill 5 |-||||: Ay
Pt Bunder egquality and eender
Women's ampowerment | still a
Bl awe i india She is still treated as 3
citzen and the reason hesides ars

FC1 ier wiry lack ol mierest aiy her AN

TracdiBlaons POVELTY,

mpowerment leads to sueh

neEnt polnes, wiich lack proper insight
difection 1P 4 important for the
wwedment of wormen that tha Wi en

=iy aarticipate in the political process of

H. OBIECTIVES
1 Ta know the role of women in the
ohitical arenda and thelr political consciousnos.
raming the causes responsibilo for
level partkcgation of women in Indian

expiore the constraints faced by
wapmen an gerfarming their role In electoral

b Te tind out the posttion of wamen in
Liarmiesril
fo find aut the pasiton of wamen in
Maharashira Vidhanshabha and Local Self
SR TIEmE

Hi. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
e infurmation for this paper has been
sepandany suurces Booky daournal Goverament

et areed Int ernet

Women's Participation in Political Activities:
he roots of the women's participation
bopolitics can e traced back 1o the nineteenth
century retorm movement, This movement

laniary MM 016

speecial Tssin

wierged as a vesolt of conflict between ths

P bicrry Bsni e v, jass, 1 g T e conlral froem
1P Besb sty Theis o ligss TR ibbesreagil |_||-.,._r.:__r|!
It malnly by campaigning apainst caste

palythersm, adolatey, animism, purdha, child
Nk and satl gic. Male social reformers
AT BDWRR WSS L LOBLERTIE WORrmen an
started women's organization fram the and of
mneteenth century | first at the local and then
at the natlonal level in the vears before
ndependence the two maimn msues they tock up
were political rights and reform of personal
faws. Wamen's participation in the freedarr
itruggle broadened the base of women'
tmpowearment. 11 is kmportant foer thae
Hmpowerment af wormen that the women
actvely participate in the political process of
Ehes mation
Womens are the waorld’'s largest
excluded group in political arena. 21.9 % of the
members of natienal parkament worldwide are
wamen. Women hold 16.0 % of the seats in Arab
state parliaments and 21.8 % of the seats in Sub
-saharan Alrican nation’s parliament. In
Amiericas women hold 26.6 %, On the other hand
i the developed nations af UsA, France and
lapan 183 %, 26.2 % 8.1 % respectively of the
House of Representatives of Lower House of
parliament are comprised of women. In
Palestine 13.0 % of the Legislative Council
members are women and in Morocco women
make up amereof 17.0 % of Parliament. In India
women comprised 11,4 % of National Parligment
Austria was the only state to have elected 3
member to the presidency of one of the
Partiaments chambers (the Bundersrat) before
the Second Warld War, Currantly, 59 women
presides over one of the House of the 183
existing parliaments (32.2%). In 1955, Sweden
became the first country to have an equat
nimber of women and men in Ministerial posts
Al present Swedish Cahinet comprises egqual
number of male female, cabinet Ministers, One
of the Mggest setbacks that the women of the

GREIRR] vieriscpivary Mo




(1T PO | 4

i Mg | w1 il Jiy vt dil WA Eaiiveeig
|
| l}
]
| |
]
i 1 1 [ [

|

1

; iz
pial i
jrenr Fda bppaa e iy | esle paikpd

| v
| |
[ {
r I
|
wwiiarl Al Il

]
|
I |
1
] | i
il 1 Fusition ol Women's participate In Rajya
lites lil i Py Sablyha
11N i L1 Heval [T i o T w T~
|| TR - aa .
I [ | el T i_ b |-
I | ]
rith (] | il i 'I _.:- : s
| ! £ {
e |
¥ Fli K Sabha and 'E.||"-b Sabha I P T | |
gkl Ll '.||| | | -.-_-.- —
y 1141 Sl | i [* i I
e et ship Whilo o I ¥ N E T |'.—'___| —i= 1
B g1 | e =4 g |
. i Ik iy silmost lall | - L - KL ] : |
4 1 el 1 _' . ’ ..||| | ||'||.I ||-I.'I|| i |_ Jl_ F = 1 .-I_..:._ r

NTed § & whilhe 29 woneen
1.4 il the total

| i e thiis s an Vidbansabha
TR LT I i

T [ R N i i

ianked 141 in

| i i

Ly

ik il u
JEFabr Fin ol

Giraraing

source: Election commission of India
Position of Wamen's participate in all state

vidhansabha




Rl & B KA

MR L h,
ISSN; 2319 9318 Sr.No.B2TES
Position of Women's participate in all state

Vidhansabha
Women v India are much betle)

representied in the panchayat raj institutions as
compared 1o the parliament, As per the SMinistry
of Panchagat Rag i 2008 the Qram Panchayat

ha % oswaimen menshers the Intermediate

Panchaval: 3 woimen members The total
Feprsentation af wormen i all three tiers of the
Panchaydt amounted to 3687 1% . This seems to
be 3 r t of Article 2431 D of the Indian

corshitulion, mandating-at least 1,8rd of the
T | I H the Panchayat. A Furthes
SmEndiment 10 the Articleswas proposed an 20040

Jacreasing to 50 % but was not passed  some

Tal uch as Bihar have 50 % reservation fo
ome the Panchayat:Raj as per the state
gialalion bwt mot all the states o lndia have

- dont ida@e legisiations

brearrrmri
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Elected Women's Participation in Local self-
Government in Maharashtra
ez three tiers of panchayat system are
tpread  aoross the state of Maharashtra and
the e-panchayat services are made available for
iy = Iovees/users and citizens across the
giate The deployment envisages coverage of
4 Zilha Parishads, 351 Panchayat Samities and
Dram Panchayats to bridge the digital
rle an further socio-economit appartunities
for its citizens Maharashtra cabinet has
creaced the women™ quota from 33% as per
@ A0 and A2 Amendment to 500 seats in
al sell-governmont bodies: The State Election
pommission s imptementing the Krantl Iyoti
!{nernl- o makeé women representatives
mpetent to handle governance
Al no of Districts - 34
tal no. of Zilha Parishad Members

R  uGC Approved 3"’,1.1 pﬁ‘?ﬁw nt’fﬂlﬂ}

J.mu.nn,r Yy 018
: __Specinl lssue
[Tisteiet Offlea) - 1955
Total no. ol Zilha Parlshad Wrnen Mem biers- G
Charmen ol Ziha Parishad - 34
Women Chairperson al Zilha Parishad - 15
lotal ne, of Panchayat Samiti (Biock Office] - 351
Total o of Gram |’.‘||"I|:|"'-|'I'||'-.'E'. 8553
Tatal na, of Gram Panchayat Members - 232644
fotal no. of Gram Panchayat Women Members
101466

Fercentage of Gram Panchayatl Women
Mambers 49 09% Chairmen of Gram Panchayat
12463 Women Chairpersan of Gram Panchayat
12473
Conclusions

Although the constitution guaranteed
the equal rights for women, the reality is that
they are net seen as ogual. The case studies
reveal that patriarchal society enforces rules and
laws in such way that has detrimental effect an
self-confidence of women, limit their access on
resaurces and information, restrict their freedom
of movement in the public place and thus keep
thiem in a lower status than men. if numbers are
ndicative of progress, Maharashtra does not
seem to fare badly in respect of women’s
representation in panchayats. The 50 per cent
reservation has been largely successful In this
State. As quantity itzelf is a quality the
introduction of direct elaction to the reserved
seats at local levels is undoubtedly a
breakthrough. In no other way could these
women in large numbers have moved in to these
Institutions and participated in them. Though
improvements are clearly vistble but still there
is a gender imbalance that prevents slected
wamen members to influence decisions. Low
literacy levels, absence of education and limited
or o exposure lead to a lack of confidence, As
& result, women at local levels are unable to
comprehend the true spirit of political
decentralization and recognize the opportunities
that it provides.
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ABSTRACT:

The present stugdy s related to status of

¥Omen in Indian seciety from ancent days till
Mpartance an the pasition ol
fizlds like family life, social
It its an female
v Iiteracy lavel of women, woamen's low
i decision
making, thair position as per indian tradition ete
fhiz paper also gives emphasis on number of
wamen in total waorkforce, torture of them by
men in family life, and in other fields
Lasthy it concludes
ormportance of wamen and role of society for
the emancipation of women from male
doiminated society and their oppression and
WU ppréssman
Keywords:- Poution, Women, Society
Wormen's position In ancient Indla,
ten wWomen are two  basic

companents of our human society. Women
-onstitute 48.47% of the india's total population
Lonstitutional provisions give stress an the
gquality of men and women. Art-14 stresses on
men and women to have equal rights and
dpportunities in political, economic and social
phares. A waman alsa prohibits discrimination
dBaInst any citizen on the grounds of religian
raie, caste, sex eic Women siresses on the
renundiation of the practices derogatory to the
dignity of women Constitution gives equal
IMATance 1o women™ position and accorded
equaity tathem. It s seen that where all citizens

aoay. Il giwvies
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